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THE COLLECTED REGRETS OF CLOVER BY MIKKI BRAMMER  (PICKED BY SM)

From the day she watched her kindergarten teacher drop dead during a dramatic telling

of Peter Rabbit, Clover Brooks has felt a stronger connection with the dying than she has with
the living. After the beloved grandfather who raised her dies alone while she is traveling, Clover
becomes a death doula in New York City, dedicating her life to ushering people peacefully
through their end-of-life process. Clover spends so much time with the dying that she has no life
of her own, until the final wishes of a feisty old woman send Clover on a trip across the country
to uncover a forgotten love story--and perhaps, her own happy ending. As she finds herself
struggling to navigate the uncharted roads of romance and friendship, Clover is forced to
examine what she really wants, and whether she’ll have the courage to go after it. (320 pgs)

MASTERING THE ART OF FRENCH MURDER BY COLLEEN CAMBRIDGE (PICKED BY KT)

Tabitha Knight, recently arrived from Detroit for an extended stay with her French grandfather,
is on a journey of discovery. Thanks to her neighbor and friend Julia Child, Tabitha is learning
how to cook for her grandpére. Between tutoring Americans in French, visiting the market, and

MASTERING

the ART of eagerly sampling the results of Julia’s studies at Le Cordon Bleu, Tabitha’s sojourn is proving

3 E‘/RUE';\IDCE? : thoroughly delightful. That is, until the cold December day they return to Julia’s building and

learn that a body has been found in the cellar. Tabitha recognizes the victim as a woman she’d
met only the night before, at a party given by Julia’s sister, Dort. The murder weapon found
nearby is recognizable too—a knife from Julia’s kitchen. Tabitha is eager to help the
investigation, but is shocked when Inspector Merveille reveals that a note, in Tabitha’s
handwriting, was found in the dead woman’s pocket. Is this murder a case of international
intrigue, or something far more personal? (304 pgs)

CROW MARY BY KATHLEEN GRISSOM (PICKED BY BS)

In 1872, sixteen-year-old Goes First, a Crow Native woman, marries Abe Farwell, a white fur
trader. He gives her the name Mary, and they set off on the long trip to his trading post in the
Cypress Hills of Saskatchewan, Canada. Along the way, she finds a fast friend in a Métis
named Jeannie; makes a lifelong enemy in a wolfer named Stiller; and despite learning a dark
secret of Farwell’s past, falls in love with her husband. The winter trading season passes
peacefully. Then, on the eve of their return to Montana, a group of drunken whiskey traders
slaughters forty Nakota—despite Farwell’s efforts to stop them. Mary, hiding from the hail of
~“Kathleen bullets, sees the murderers, including Stiller, take five Nakota women back to their fort. She

Grissom begs Farwell to save them, and when he refuses, Mary takes two guns, creeps into the fort,
and saves the women from certain death. Thus, she sets off a whirlwind of colliding cultures
that brings out the worst and best in the cast of unforgettable characters and pushes the love
between Farwell and Crow Mary to the breaking point. (368 pgs)

THE EDEN TEST BY ADAM STERNBERGH (PICKED BY SLS)

Daisy and Craig’s marriage is in serious trouble. That’s why Daisy has signed up for The Eden
Test, a week-long getaway for couples in need of a fresh start. Yet even as she’s struggling to
salvage her marriage, it seems Craig has plans to leave her for another woman. In fact, his
bags are already packed—long before he arrives to meet Daisy in this remote cabin in the
woods of upstate New York. At first, their week away is marked by solitude, connection, and
natural beauty—and only a few hostile locals. But what Craig doesn’t know is that Daisy, a slyly
talented actress, has her own secrets, including a burner phone she’s been using for
mysterious texts. Not to mention the Eden Test itself, which poses a searing new question to
the couple every day, each more explosive than the last. Their marriage was never perfect, but
now the lies and revelations are piling up, as the week becomes much more than they
bargained for...How far are they willing to go? (336 pgs)
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THE PERFUMIST OF PARIS BY ALKA JOSHI (PICKED BY SM)

Paris, 1974. Radha is thirty-two and living in Paris with her husband, Pierre, and their two
daughters. She still grieves for the baby boy she gave up years ago, when she was only a child
herself, but she loves being a mother and she’s finally found her passion. When her friend’s
PERFUMIST grandfather offered her a job at his parfumerie, she quickly discovered she had a talent for

d : finding the perfect fragrance for any customer. Now, ten years later, she’s working for a master
perfumer, helping to design completely new fragrances for clients. She only wishes Pierre could
understand her need to work. She feels his frustration, but she can’t give up this thing that
drives her. Tasked with her first major project, Radha travels to India, where she enlists the help
of her sister, Lakshmi, and the courtesans of Agra—women who use the power of fragrance to
seduce and entice. She’s on the cusp of a breakthrough when she finds out the son she never
told her husband about is heading to Paris to find her—upending her carefully managed world
and threatening to destroy a vulnerable marriage. (368 pgs)

ALKA JOSHI
The

OLD GoD’s TIME BY SEBASTIAN BARRY (PICKED BY LW)

Recently retired policeman Tom Kettle is settling into the quiet of his new home, a lean-to
annexed to a Victorian castle overlooking the Irish Sea. For months he has barely seen a soul,
catching only glimpses of his eccentric landlord and a nervous young mother who has moved in
next door. Occasionally, fond memories return, of his family, his beloved wife June and their two
children, Winnie and Joe. But when two former colleagues turn up at his door with questions
about a decades-old case, one which Tom never quite came to terms with, he finds himself
pulled into the darkest currents of his past. (272 pgs)

THE GUEST BY EMMA CLINE (PICKED BY TA & SLS)

Summer is coming to a close on the east end of Long Island, and Alex is no longer welcome. A
misstep at a dinner party, and the older man she's been staying with dismisses her with a ride
to the train station and a ticket back to the city. With few resources and a waterlogged phone,
but gifted with an ability to navigate the desires of others, Alex stays on Long Island and drifts
like a ghost through the hedged lanes, gated driveways, and sun-blasted dunes of a rarified
world that is, at first, closed to her. Propelled by desperation and a mutable sense of morality,
she spends the week leading up to Labor Day moving from one place to the next, a cipher
leaving destruction in her wake. (304 pgs)

VERA WONG’s UNsoLICITED ADVICE FOR MURDERERS BY JESSE SUTANTO  (PICKED BY SP)

W Sixty-year-old self-proclaimed tea expert Vera Wong enjoys nothing more than sipping a good
cup of Wulong and doing some healthy ‘detective’ work on the internet (AKA checking up on her

7 VERA WONGS- son to see if he’s dating anybody yet).But when Vera wakes up one morning to find a dead man

UNSOLICITED in the middle of her tea shop, it’s going to take more than a strong Longjing to fix things.
Knowing she’ll do a better job than the police possibly could - because nobody sniffs out a
ADWCE for wrongdoing quite like a suspicious Chinese mother with time on her hands - Vera decides it’s

down to her to catch the killer. (339 pgs)

JESSE Q. SUTANTO

THE POSTCARD BY ANNE BEREST (PICKED BY KT)

January 2003. Together with the usual holiday cards, an anonymous postcard is delivered to the
Berest family home. On the front, a photo of the Opéra Garnier in Paris; on the back, the four
names of Anne Berest’s maternal great-grandparents, Ephraim and Emma, and their children,
Noémie and Jacques—all of whom died at Auschwitz in 1942. Almost twenty years after the
postcard is delivered, Anne is moved to discover who sent it, and why. Aided by her chain-
R7 smoking mother, countless family, friends, and associates, a private detective, a graphologist,

PO SVA RD and many others, she embarks on a journey to uncover the fate of the Rabinovitch family: their

i REREsT flight from Russia following the revolution, their journey to Latvia, Palestine, and Paris, the war

4 and its aftermath. What emerges is a thrilling and sweeping tale that shatters her certainties

about her family, her country, and herself. (464 pgs)
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ON FREEDOM ROAD BY DAVID GOODRICH (PICKED BY LW)

The traces of the Underground Railroad hide in plain sight: a great church in Philadelphia, a
humble old house backing up to the New Jersey Turnpike. Over the course of four years, David

Goodrich rode his bicycle 3,000 miles east of the Mississippi to travel the routes of the LN
Underground Railroad and delve into the history and stories in the places where they happened. ON FREEDOM
He followed Harriet Tubman, from where she was enslaved in Maryland, on the eastern shore, ROAD

all the way to her family sanctuary at a tiny chapel in Ontario, Canada. Travelling South, he rode
from New Orleans, through Mississippi and the heart of the Delta Blues. We travel to Oberlin,

Ohio, a town that staunchly defended freedom seekers, embodied in the life of Lewis Leary, who DATAD GURDRING.
was lost in the fires of Harpers Ferry, but his spirit was reborn in the Harlem Renaissance. (258 pgs)

GENEALOGY OF A MURDER BY LISA BELKIN (PICKED BY SLS)

The multigenerational tale of three families whose paths collide one summer night with the
murder of a police officer. Independence Day weekend, 1960: a young cop is murdered,
shocking his close-knit community in Stamford, Connecticut. The killer remains at large, his BEN E‘ !'! f!‘(f
identity still unknown. But on a beach not far away, a young Army doctor, on vacation from his . ,'
post at a research lab in a maximum-security prison, faces a chilling realization. He knows who “F’ )
the shooter is. In fact, the man—a prisoner out on parole—had called him only days before. By e
helping his former charge and trainee, the doctor, a believer in second chances, may have '\yi ‘J Hl.a L R
inadvertently helped set the murder into motion. And with that one phone call, may have sealed
a policeman’s fate. Alvin Tarlov, David Troy, and Joseph DeSalvo were all born of the Great
Depression, all with grandparents who’d left different homelands for the same American
Dream. How did one become a doctor, one a cop, and one a convict? (432 pgs)

BRAVE THE WILD RIVER BY MELISSA SEVIGNY (PICKED BY SM)

In the summer of 1938, botanists Elzada Clover and Lois Jotter set off down the Colorado River,
accompanied by an ambitious expedition leader and three amateur boatmen. With its churning
rapids, sheer cliffs, and boat-shattering boulders, the Colorado was famed as the most
dangerous river in the world. But for Clover and Jotter, it held a tantalizing appeal: no one had
surveyed the Grand Canyon’s plants, and they were determined to be the first. Through the
vibrant letters and diaries of the two women, science journalist Melissa L. Sevigny traces their
forty-three-day journey, during which they ran rapids, chased a runaway boat, and turned their
harshest critic into an ally. Their story is a spellbinding adventure of two women who risked
their lives to make an unprecedented botanical survey of a little-known corner of the American
West at a time when human influences had begun to change it forever. (304 pgs)

LISA BELKIN

ENCHANTMENT BY KATHERINE MAY (PICKED BY LW)

Many of us feel trapped in a grind of constant change: rolling news cycles, the chatter of
social media, our families split along partisan lines. We feel fearful and tired, on edge in our AR ORR TS RESTH LR
bodies, not quite knowing what has us perpetually depleted. For Katherine May, this low hum Enchantment
of fatigue and anxiety made her wonder what she was missing. Could there be a different way OB
to relate to the world, one that would allow her to feel more rested and at ease? In WONDER
Enchantment, May invites the reader to come with her on a journey to reawaken our innate BT
sense of wonder and awe. She shares stories of her own struggles with work, family, and the B _‘° i
aftereffects of a pandemic, particularly feelings of overwhelm as the world rushes to reopen. Katherine
Craving a different way to live, May begins to explore the restorative properties of the natural
world, moving through the elements of earth, water, fire, and air and identifying the quiet

traces of magic that can be found only when we look for them. (212 pgs)
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How To READ A TREE BY TRISTAN GOOLEY (PICKED BY SLS)

Trees are keen to tell us so much. They’ll tell us about the land, the water, the people, the
animals, the weather, and time. Trees tell a story, but only to those who know how to read it.

In How to Read a Tree, Gooley uncovers the clues hiding in plain sight: in a tree’s branches and
leaves; its bark, buds, and flowers; even its stump. Leaves with a pale, central streak mean that
water is nearby. Young, low-growing branches show that a tree is struggling. And reddish or
purple bark signals new growth. Like snowflakes, no two trees are exactly the same. Every
difference reveals the epic story this tree has lived—if we stop to look closely. (384 pgs)

TASTE MAKERS BY MAYUKH SEN (PICKED BY BS)

Who's really behind America’s appetite for foods from around the globe? This group biography
honors seven extraordinary women, all immigrants, who left an indelible mark on the way
Americans eat today. Taste Makers stretches from World War Il to the present, with absorbing
and deeply researched portraits of figures including Mexican-born Elena Zelayeta, a blind chef;
Marcella Hazan, the deity of Italian cuisine; and Norma Shirley, a champion of Jamaican dishes.
In imaginative, lively prose, Mayukh Sen reconstructs the lives of these women in vivid and
empathetic detail, daring to ask why some were famous in their own time, but not in ours, and
why others shine brightly even today. Weaving together histories of food, immigration, and
gender, Taste Makers will challenge the way readers look at what’s on their plate—and the
women whose labor, overlooked for so long, makes those meals possible. (288 pgs)

POVERTY, By AMERICA (PICKED BY SM)

The United States, the richest country on earth, has more poverty than any other advanced
democracy. Why does this land of plenty allow one in every eight of its children to go without
basic necessities, permit scores of its citizens to live and die on the streets, and authorize its
corporations to pay poverty wages? Sociologist Matthew Desmond draws on history, research,
and original reporting to show how affluent Americans knowingly and unknowingly keep poor
people poor. Those of us who are financially secure exploit the poor, driving down their wages
while forcing them to overpay for housing and access to cash and credit. We prioritize the
subsidization of our wealth over the alleviation of poverty, designing a welfare state that gives
the most to those who need the least. And we stockpile opportunity in exclusive communities,
creating zones of concentrated riches alongside those of concentrated despair. This
compassionate book gives us new ways of thinking about a morally urgent problem. It also helps
us imagine solutions. Desmond builds a startlingly original and ambitious case for ending
poverty. (304 pgs)

RAw DoG BY JAMIE LOFTUS (PICKED BY TA)

Part travelogue, part culinary history, comedian Jamie Loftus's Raw Dog will take you on a
cross-country road trip in the summer of 2021, and reveal what the creation, culture, and class
influence of hot dogs says about America now. Poor people created them. Rich people found a
way to charge fifteen dollars for them. They’re high culture, they’re low culture, they’re sports
food, they’re kids' food, they’re hangover food, and they’re deeply American. From avocado and
spice in the West to chili in the East to an entire salad on a slice of meat in Chicago, you can
love them, you can hate them, but you can’t avoid the great American hot dog. (320 pgs)

WHAT AN OwL KNows BY JENNIFER ACKERMAN (PICKED BY SLS)

With their forward gaze and quiet flight, owls are often a symbol of wisdom, knowledge, and
foresight. But what does an owl really know? What do we really know about owls? Some two
hundred sixty species of owls exist today, and they reside on every continent except Antarctica.
Jennifer Ackerman illuminates the rich biology and natural history of these birds and reveals
remarkable new scientific discoveries about their brains and behavior. Ackerman brings
research alive with her own personal field observations about owls and dives deep into why
these birds beguile us. (352 pgs)

Reviews excerpted from amazon.com and goodreads.com



